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The author chronicles the lives of three generations of Chinese men in America, woven from

memory, myth and fact. Here's a storyteller's tale of what they endured in a strange new land.

Paperback: 320 pages

Publisher: Vintage; Reissue edition (April 23, 1989)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0679723285

ISBN-13: 978-0679723288

Product Dimensions:  5.2 x 0.7 x 8 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     3.8 out of 5 stars       37 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #46,360 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #9 inÃ‚Â Books > Biographies &

Memoirs > Historical > Asia > China   #20 inÃ‚Â Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Ethnic &

National > Chinese   #29 inÃ‚Â Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Regional U.S. > West

The author chronicles the lives of three generations of Chinese men in America, woven from

memory, myth and fact. Here's a storyteller's tale of what they endured in a strange new land.

Maxine Hong Kingston is the daughter of Chinese immigrants who operated a gambling house in

the 1940s, when Maxine was born, and then a laundry where Kingston and her brothers and sisters

toiled long hours. Kingston graduated with a bachelorÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s degree in 1962 from the University

of California at Berkeley, and, in the same year, married actor Earll Kingston, whom she had met in

an English course. The couple has one son, Joseph, who was born in 1963. They were active in

antiwar activities in Berkeley, but in 1967 the Kingstons headed for Japan to escape the increasing

violence and drugs of the antiwar movement. They settled instead in HawaiÃ¢â‚¬Ëœi, where

Kingston took various teaching posts. They returned to California seventeen years later, and

Kingston resumed teaching writing at the University of California, Berkeley.While in

HawaiÃ¢â‚¬Ëœi, Kingston wrote her first two books. The Woman Warrior, her first book, was

published in 1976 and won the National Book Critics Circle Award, making her a literary celebrity at

age thirty-six. Her second book, China Men, earned the National Book Award. Still today, both

books are widely taught in literature and other classes. Kingston has earned additional awards,



including the PEN West Award for Fiction for Tripmaster Monkey, the American Academy of Arts

and Letters Award in Literature, and the National Humanities Medal, which was conferred by

President Clinton, as well as the title Ã¢â‚¬Å“Living Treasure of HawaiÃ¢â‚¬ËœiÃ¢â‚¬Â• bestowed

by a Honolulu Buddhist church. Her most recent books include a collection of essays,

HawaiÃ¢â‚¬Ëœi One Summer, and latest novel, The Fifth Book of Peace. Kingston is currently

Senior Lecturer Emerita at the University of California, Berkeley.

Read this book back in the 90's as well as the other books by Maxine Hong Kingston a very good

writer. The book read as well today as before.

Touching history. Not quite as good as China Women, but that's no reason not to read.

good book to read for any Asian american person growing up and wanting to learn more about their

old culture

good service and good book. My friend has been longing for this book! I try to get it for her at last.

This is an imaginative telling of family tales and myth. Part memoir, part historical novel, it is fun to

read, informative, and entertaining!

THE FIRST PART OF THE BOOK IS A LITTLE DRY...BUT AS HE STARTS HIS STORY FROM

ANGEL ISLAND IS OUTSTANDING. I WAS JUST AT ANGEL ISLAND..CAN REALLY FEEL HOW

IT WOULD BE. I AM AN AMERICAN CHINESE..STARTED LIFE IN SAN FRANCISCO

CHINATOWN.. KNOWS WHAT LIFE HAVE BEEN LIKE...79 YEARS AGO. A VERY GOOD

STORY.

What a treasure this book is. Kingston is written from the point of view of both Chinese immigrants

to the United States and Chinese-Americans. She paints a vivid picture of the lives led by her

Chinese ancestors through various periods of U.S. history. It was a hard book to put down for I

enjoyed it immensely. I learned a lot too.

It was interesting but not my style of writing. There were chapters I found I liked better than others.
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